The Quest for Peace

By John Jung

Scriptures: Isaiah 26:3-4;  James 3:13-17;  Mark 5:35-41
We are surrounded these days, (and I suppose most days in the history of this war torn planet) by cries of peace. Immediately after the devastation of World War I, people were desperate to ensure some type of world peace.  The League of Nations was formed to deal with international problems and it lasted all of 18 years, during which time the world became ever more war-like. Man’s attempt at peace was based upon wisdom of this world and political reasoning. Sadly, people still cling to that evasive hope of peace through political alignments. Peace comes first internally, then is manifested externally. 
Everyone, it seems, wants to have peace. Indeed, it is mankind’s desire to have peace to pursue the goals of personal happiness. Unfortunately, this world has had few days of peace in it’s history. Yet, we ideally look for peace, especially in the wonderful season of Christmas. Scripture calls Jesus the Prince of Peace.
Our scripture readings for today tell us that the peace that we long for comes from wisdom that is of God. Wisdom “from above” is first pure, then peaceable (James 3:17). In order for us to have any sense of purity, we look to the verse in Isaiah (26:3), which tells us that the person who keeps his/her mind on God, and trusts in Him, will find perfect peace. Wisdom from above tells us that our hope lies only in the Lord. All other claims will let us down. Our peace will come from the hand of God when we yield to His ownership. Such wisdom from above will give us the peace that passes all understanding.

Mark 5: 35-41 tells us of the time that Jesus calmed the storm. The disciples asked a dumb question, but it is one that we all tend to ask in times of trouble. “Jesus, don’t you care what happens to me?” 

